1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 BACKGROUND

Yellow fever is a zoonosis indigenous to some tropical regions of South America and
Africa which has caused numerous epidemics with high mortality rates throughout
history. Its etiologic agent is the yellow fever virus, an arbovirus of the genus Flavivirus

(family Flaviviridae).
1.2 STATUS OF YELLOW FEVER IN THE AMERICAS

The area in which cases of jungle yellow fever are observed is confined to northern
South America, including Bolivia, the east-central region of Brazil, Colombia,
Ecuador, French Guiana, Guyana, Peru, Suriname, and Venezuela, and Trinidad and
Tobago in the Caribbean. From 1985 to September 2004, 3,559 cases of jungle yel-
low fever, resulting in 2,068 deaths, were reported to PAHO.

Peru had the most cases during the period (1,939), followed by Bolivia (684),
Brazil (539), Colombia (246), Ecuador (93), Venezuela (57), and French Guiana
(1). The disease has cyclical characteristics, and there have been three major epi-
demic spikes in the past 10 years (Figure 1). The highest number of cases was record-
ed in 1995, resulting from a major outbreak in the western Andean region of Peru.
In 1998, the number of cases again rose, this time as a result of outbreaks in Peru,
Bolivia, and Brazil. From 1999 to

2002, the number of cases of jungle

Figure 1. Number of yellow fever cases in the Americas, 1985 to 2004.
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